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As a general rule, in order to constitute actionable fraud, a false representation must relate to a past' or present’ (Sometimes 
referred to as “existing” or “preexisting”’)* material’ fact.° A representation that relates to future conduct is generally not 
actionable.’ However, a promise to do an act in the future, when coupled with a present intent not to fulfill the promise, has 
been recognized as an exception to the general rule that a misrepresentation must relate to an existing or past fact. ° 
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